Why Jesus Came, Part 1 – 1 John 3:4-10
Main Idea: Jesus Christ came to redeem and renew sinners by paying the penalty of sin and defeating the Devil.
I. Jesus Came to Deliver People from Their Sins (1 John 3:4-6). 
A. A universal problem. (1 John 3:4)
1. Sin’s pervasiveness: It impacts everyone. 
2. Sin’s perverseness: It is lawlessness. 
3. Sin’s persistence: It characterizes the lives of those caught in its power.
B. An unexpected solution. (1 John 3:5)
1. Christ appeared to take away sins. (see 1 John 2:2; 4:10)
2. Christ himself is sinless. (see 2 Cor. 5:21; Heb. 4:15)
C. Two uncomfortable truths (1 John 3:6). 
1. You cannot be in Christ and continue in a sinful lifestyle. 
2. You cannot claim to know God and continue in a sinful lifestyle. 
II. He Came to Destroy the Works of the Devil (1 John 3:7-8).
A. The Devil works to deceive people into thinking they can be righteous without practicing righteousness (1 John 3:7). 
B. The Devil works to keep people practicing sin (1 John 3:8a).
C. Jesus came to destroy the works of the devil. (1 John 3:8b). (see Heb. 2:14; 1 John 1:7-9)
III. He Came to Distinguish the Children of God from the Children of the Devil (1 John 3:9-10).
A. Christians do not continue practicing sin because of the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit. (1 John 3:9)
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		a	No one who is born of God
			b	practices sin,
			c	because His seed abides in him;
			b´	and he cannot sin,
		a´	because he is born of God.

B. The difference between the children of God and the children of the devil is obvious. (1 John 3:10)
1. God’s children no longer practice sin. (1 John 3:10b)
2. God’s children love one another. (1 John 3:10c)
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