The Unifying Diversity of Spiritual Gifts – 1 Corinthians 12:4-7
Main Idea: God gives spiritual gifts to His people to empower them for ministry for the common good of the community in which they live.
I. There are varieties of Spiritual Gifts. (1 Corinthians 12:4)[footnoteRef:1] [1:  For lists of spiritual gifts see Rom. 12:6–8; 1 Cor. 12:8–10, 28–30; Eph. 4:11; 1 Pet. 4:10–11.] 

A. Gifts (charisma) are “free gifts”, or “gifts of grace.” 
B. The Holy Spirit determines what gift(s) to give to every believer. 
C. They are not earned or deserved in any way. 
D. The gifts listed in Scripture are not exhaustive, but come in three general categories: speaking, service, and sign.
II. The varieties of spiritual gifts lead to varieties of ministries. (1 Corinthians 12:5)
A. Ministries are areas of service in which you can use your spiritual gift. 
B. You are uniquely gifted by the Holy Spirit for ministry in this church. 
C. Your spiritual gift(s) will be expressed differently than someone else with the same spiritual gift(s). 
III. The varieties of spiritual gifts and ministries lead to varieties of effects. (1 Corinthians 12:6)
A. God provides the energy, the power, and the faith (Rom. 12:3b), to make the gifts effective. 
B. God is responsible for the results of the use of your spiritual gift(s). (see Matt. 13:23)
IV. There is one source and one purpose behind the varieties of spiritual gifts, ministries, and effects. (1 Corinthians 12:7)
A. Your spiritual gift(s) are given by the Spirit to make known the Triune God.
1. Gifts are given by “the same Spirit.” (1 Cor. 12:4)
2. Ministries are assigned by “the same Lord.” (1 Cor. 12:5)
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3. Effects are energized by “the same God.” (1 Cor. 12:6)
B. Your spiritual gift(s) are given for the common good. 
1. Using your spiritual gift(s) helps other use their spiritual gift(s). (see Eph. 4:16)
2. Not using your spiritual gift(s) hinders others from using their spiritual gift(s).
C. Four blessings of ministering with your spiritual gifts:[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Taken from John MacArthur’s commentary on 1 Corinthians.] 

1. Christians themselves receive great blessing—both from exercising their own gifts and from the exercising of other’s gifts for their benefit.
2. When everyone does his part in ministry the church forms a dynamic witness, with power and effectiveness it cannot otherwise have.
3. When the church ministers its gifts, God’s leaders become apparent. In a faithfully functioning church, spiritual leadership inevitably emerges.
4. Fourth, a church that faithfully uses its gifts in the Spirit’s power experiences the joy of great unity, love, and fellowship—in ways that no amount of human ability, planning, or effort can produce.








I. Effects are energized by “the same God.” (1 Cor. 12:6)
D. Your spiritual gift(s) are given for the common good. 
1. Using your spiritual gift(s) helps other use their spiritual gift(s). (see Eph. 4:16)
2. Not using your spiritual gift(s) hinders others from using their spiritual gift(s).
E. Four blessings of ministering with your spiritual gifts:[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Taken from John MacArthur’s commentary on 1 Corinthians.] 

1. Christians themselves receive great blessing—both from exercising their own gifts and from the exercising of other’s gifts for their benefit.
2. When everyone does his part in ministry the church forms a dynamic witness, with power and effectiveness it cannot otherwise have.
3. When the church ministers its gifts, God’s leaders become apparent. In a faithfully functioning church, spiritual leadership inevitably emerges.
4. Fourth, a church that faithfully uses its gifts in the Spirit’s power experiences the joy of great unity, love, and fellowship—in ways that no amount of human ability, planning, or effort can produce.
