The Cultural Implications of a Gospel-Centered Life – 1 Corinthians 9:15-23
Main Idea: Believers have rights, but those rights are always to be exercised in love so that Christians live for the benefit and salvation of others. OR The pattern of a believer’s life is to be cruciform, which means sacrificing one’s preferred way of life for the benefit and good of others. 
I. Prioritize the Gospel over freedom. (1 Cor. 9:12b, 15-18)
A. Prioritizing the Gospel will often require you to lay down your rights. (1 Cor. 9:12b, 15)
1. Lay down your rights when they hinder the Gospel making inroads into someone’s life. (1 Cor. 9:12b)
2. Lay down your rights when they put the Gospel in a bad light. (1 Cor. 9:15)
B. Proclaiming the Gospel is a stewardship entrusted to you. (1 Cor. 9:16-18)
1. Mature Christians are compelled to share the Gospel. (1 Cor. 9:16; see Jer. 20:8-9) 
2. Mature Christians are stewards, not volunteers. (1 Cor. 9:17) 
II. Prioritize soul-winning over freedom. (1 Cor. 9:19-23)
A. The goal of Christian freedom is to win others to Christ. (1 Cor. 9:19-22)
B. The method of Christian freedom is cultural adaptability. (1 Cor. 9:19-22)
1. Step 1: Rid yourself the manmade religious expectations of others. (1 Cor. 9:19) 
2. Step 2: Meet people where they are. (1 Cor. 9:22b) 
a. Example 1: You can adapt culturally to those under the Law without putting yourself back under the Law. (1 Cor. 9:20; see diagram)
b. Example 2: You can adapt culturally to those without the Law without giving up the Law of Christ. (1 Cor. 9:21; see Gal. 6:2; Rom. 13:8-10)
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c. Example 3: You can adapt culturally to the weak without becoming weak. (1 Cor. 9:22)
C. The reason for adapting your Christian freedom is for the sake of the Gospel. (1 Cor. 9:23)
a. Do everything for the sake of the Gospel.
b. So that you may share in the blessing of the Gospel.
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