Christian Freedom and the Gray Areas of Life, Part 1
1 Corinthians 8:1-6
Intro: There are 3 characteristics for applying the teaching of this chapter to a given situation.
1. There is no clear biblical teaching on the issue.
2. The issue is a potential stumbling block to someone, especially a brother or sister in Christ.
3. The presence of a brother or sister in Christ who might actually be led into sin because of how you exercise your freedom.
There are 2 pitfalls to be avoided when navigating the gray areas of life. 
1. Legalism - an approach to Christian living which turns everything into rules. 
2. License – everything is acceptable as long as you don’t violate your own conscience. 
Main Idea: When it comes to making choices in the gray areas of life, love takes precedence over knowledge.
I. The fundamental approach: Love takes precedence over knowledge. (1 Cor. 8:1-3)
A. Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. (1 Cor. 1:1)
B. If you are proud of your knowledge, you have not yet applied it correctly. (1 Cor. 8:2)
C. The true knowledge that produces love is that God first loved you. (1 Cor. 8:3; Jn. 13:34-35)
II. The foundational truth: There is but one God and we have a relationship with Him only through Jesus Christ. (1 Cor. 8:4-6)
A. An idol is nothing. (1 Cor. 8:4a, 5; Ps. 115:2-8; see also Isa. 44:5-28) 
B. There is only one God. (1 Cor. 8:4b, 6; see also Dt. 6:4)
1. The Father is Creator of all things.
2. All creatures owe him honor and praise.
3. Jesus is the agent of Creation.
4. Jesus is the Mediator through whom we come to know God.
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