Bloom Where You Are Planted – 1 Corinthians 7:17-24
Main Idea: Bloom where you are planted: You must learn to serve the Lord and be content in whatever circumstances He has assigned to you.
I. The principle: Be content to serve the Lord in your current situation. (1 Cor. 7:17, 20, 24)
A. Because God is sovereign over your circumstances. (1 Cor. 7:17a; 1 Cor. 1:26-31)
B. Because all Christians share the same calling to serve the Lord regardless of their circumstances. (1 Cor. 7:17b; Phil. 1:12-14) 
C. Because the principle applies to all Christians everywhere. (1 Cor. 7:17c) 
II. First application of the principle: Religious and ethnic distinctions do not affect your ability to serve the Lord. (1 Cor. 7:18-19)
A. Serving God is not about merely changing the external. (1 Cor. 7:18; see Rom. 2:25-29; Gal. 3:24-29)
B. Serving God is about being changed from the inside out. (1 Cor. 7:19; see Rom. 2:28-29)
III. Second application of the principle: Social distinctions do not affect your ability to serve the Lord. (1 Cor. 7:21-22)
A. You should not “worry” about your social status. (1 Cor. 7:21a) 
B. Improve your circumstances if given the opportunity, but don’t think it is necessary for serving God. (1 Cor. 7:21b)
C. All believers are free in Christ. (1 Cor. 7:22a; Rom. 6:18, 22; Gal. 1:4)
D. All believers are slaves of Christ. (1 Cor. 7:22b)
IV. The reason for the principle: You belong to Christ no matter your what your present circumstances. (1 Cor. 7:23)
A. Being redeemed by Christ is infinitely more important that religious, ethnic, or social status. (1 Cor. 7:23a) 
B. Do not allow yourself to become enslaved to concern about what other people think of your status. (1 Cor. 7:23b; see Prov. 29:25)
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