From Miserable Grief to Joyous Belief
John 20:1-18
Main Idea: We can only go from the misery of a limited, fallen, human existence to the joy of an eternal life of goodness, truth, and beauty through an encounter with the risen Jesus.
I. Grasp the misery of living with the darkness of death. (John 20:1-11a) 
A. The misery is born of an unrealized longing for eternal goodness, truth, and beauty. 
B. The misery is based on a faulty presupposition. (1 Cor. 15:12) 
C. The misery, therefore, reaches a faulty conclusion. (John 20:2, 13, 15)
II. Encounter the Messiah. (John 20:11b-16)
A. He rebukes our faulty presuppositions and conclusions. (John 20:13, 15) 
B. He invites us to reflect on the kind of Messiah we are expecting. (John 20:15) 
C. He calls His sheep by name. (John 20:16; see John 10:1-4)
III. Receive the mission. (John 20:17)
A. Get the truth of a new and better relationship with Jesus. (see John 16:7)
B. Go and tell the good news.
1. Jesus is alive.
2. Jesus brings us into God’s family. 
IV. Deliver the message. (John 20:18)
A. The message is about the Messiah you have personally encountered. 
B. The message must include the content commissioned by Jesus. (1 Cor. 15:3-4)
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