Wisdom – True and False
1 Corinthians 1:18-2:5
Main Idea: The message of the cross stands opposed to the fundamental values of a fallen, sinful world but provides the necessary antidote to the self-centered factionalism often found in churches.
I. The wisdom of God is demonstrated in the message of the cross. (1 Corinthians 1:18-25)
A. The message of the cross divides humanity into one of two categories – perishing or being saved. (1 Cor. 1:18) 
B. The message of the cross will be the ultimate demise of the wisdom of the world. (1 Cor. 1:19-20) (see Isa. 29:13-14)
C. The message of the cross as seen through the eyes of the perishing and the saved. (1 Cor. 1:21-25) 
1.  The skeptic who wants an irrefutable sign. (1 Cor. 1:22a, 23a)
2.  The skeptic who can’t make sense of the cross. (1 Cor. 1:22b, 23b)
3.  The called who experience the wisdom and power of God. (1 Cor. 1:24-25)
II. The wisdom of God is demonstrated in the calling of cross. (1 Corinthians 1:26-31)
A. God does not call many outstanding people. (1 Cor. 1:26)
B. God usually calls simple and humble people. (1 Cor. 1:27-28)
C. God calls the simple and humble to eliminate boasting in self. (1 Cor. 1:29)
D. God calls the simple and humble to boast in Christ. (1 Cor. 1:30-31) And if the world deems people unfortunate who cannot boast about their own accomplishments, blessings in Christ far more than compensate.
1.  He is our wisdom.
2.  He is our righteousness.
3.  He is our holiness.
4.  He is our redemption.
5.  His benefits stir us to praise.
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III. The wisdom of God is demonstrated in the communication of the cross. (1 Corinthians 2:1-5)
A. You can’t have the goal of making yourself look good when sharing the gospel. (1 Cor. 2:1)
B. Let your life be characterized by the cross. (1 Cor. 2:2)
C. You should feel inadequate to the task of sharing the gospel – but don’t let that stop you. (1 Cor. 2:3)
D. Don’t abandon the wisdom of God that save you for the wisdom of the world. (1 Cor. 2:4-5) (see Gen. 4:17-26 for a contrast of worldly wisdom in the descendants of Cain vs Godly wisdom in the descendants of Seth.)
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