The Bride of the Beast – Revelation 17:1-18
Main Idea: God will bring judgment upon those who pridefully oppose him.
I. The Bride, Babylon the Great (Rev. 17:1-6, 15)
A. She is contrasted with the Bride of Christ. (Rev. 17:1-3a) (see Rev. 21:9-10)
B. She conquers and controls the nations. (Rev. 17:1b, 15)
C. She is seductive. (Rev. 17:2-4) 
1.  She seduces both kings and commoners with her immorality. (Rev. 17:2)
2.  She seduces through the power of the beast. (Rev. 17:3)
3.  She seduces with luxury and wealth. (Rev. 17:4) 
D. The mystery of who she is. (Rev. 17:5)
1.  She is arrogantly prideful against God. (See Gen. 1:28; 11:1-4; Dan. 4:30)
2.  She reproduces her immorality among the nations.
II. The Beast (Rev. 17:7-14)
A. The angel agrees to interpret the vision. (Rev. 17:7) 
B. The interpretation of the beast. (Rev. 17:8)
1.  He will parody God and Christ.
2.  He comes from the abyss. 
3.  He is going to destruction.
4.  He will deceive the nations with his counterfeit resurrection. 
C. The interpretation of the seven heads. (Rev. 17:9-11)
1.  Not actual emperors of Rome. 
2.  The antichrist is of the seven in that he will follow in their opposition to God.
3.  He is also 8th in that he will not be another Roman emperor.
D. The interpretation of the ten horns. (Rev. 17:12-14)
1.  They are client kings who give their allegiance to the beast. (Rev. 17:12)
2.  They receive authority from the beast for a short time. (Rev. 17:12)
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3.  They give back their authority to the beast. (Rev. 17:13)
4.  They wage a losing battle against the Lamb and the saints. (Rev. 17:14)
III. No Happily Ever After (Rev. 17:16-18)
A. The beast’s feelings for his bride are revealed. (Rev. 17:16)
1.  His hatred makes her desolate.
2.  He exposes her sinful deeds.
3.  He devours her flesh. 
4.  He burns her with fire.
B. Their destruction is according to the purpose of God. (Rev. 17:17) 
Conclusion: You are either a part of the bride of Christ or the bride of the beast. Which is it?
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