A Dragon in Sheep’s Clothing – Revelation 13:11-18
Main Idea: The False Prophet will be a religious leader who will be an antitype of the Holy Spirit by directing the world to worship the antichrist, but he will not deceive the saints.
I. Regard the description of the False Prophet. (Rev. 13:11-12)
A. He has predecessors. (Rev. 13:11a) (see Dan. 7:3, 17) 
B. He has a disguise. (Rev. 13:11b) (see Matt. 7:15)
1.  He looks like Jesus. 
2.  He talks like the dragon. (see Gen. 3:1-5)
a. He causes you to doubt God’s Word. (see Gen. 3:1) 
b. He minimizes the consequences of sin. (see Gen. 3:4; 1 Cor. 15:3-4)
c. He shifts your focus from God to yourself. (see Gen. 3:5) 
C. He has authority. (Rev. 13:12) 
D. He has a purpose. (Rev. 13:12b) 
II. Run from the deception of the False Prophet. (Rev. 13:13-15)
A. He deceives through false signs. (Rev. 13:13-14a) (see 2 Thess. 2:8-12; Mark 13:22)
B. His deception leads to idolatry. (Rev. 13:14b) (see Dt. 13:1-4) 
C. He enforces the idolatry with the death penalty. (Rev. 13:15)
III. Resist the demands of the False Prophet. (Rev. 13:16-17)
A. He demands everyone receive the mark of the beast. (Rev. 13:13) 
B. He demands that his seal be placed where only God’s Word should be. (Rev. 13:16) (see Dt. 6:4-8) 
C. His demands will be rejected by those who are already sealed by God. (see Eph. 4:30; Rev. 7:3; 22:4)
D. His demands are enforced by economic policy. (Rev. 13:17)
IV. Recognize the director of the False Prophet. (Rev. 13:18)
A. We are called to exercise wisdom. 
B. We are given a clue. 
C. We must decide now between Christ or antichrist.
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