[bookmark: _Hlk74747536]How Not to Miss the Kingdom of God
Matthew 13:1–9, 18–23
Main Idea: We must receive the message of the Gospel immediately, deeply, and exclusively in order to produce the spiritual fruit that is evidence of belonging in the Kingdom of God.
I. Three Ways to Miss the Kingdom of God. (Matt. 3:4-7, 19-22) 
A. With a Hard Heart. (Matt. 13:4, 19) (see also Rom. 2:4-5; Rev. 16:8-11; Prov. 29:1)
B. With a Shallow Heart. (Matt. 13:5-6, 20-21) (see also Matt. 24:12) 
C. With a Strangled Heart. (Matt. 13:7, 22) 
II. One Way to Enter the Kingdom of God (Matt. 13:8, 23)
A. Receive the Gospel immediately so the devil cannot snatch it away. (see Heb. 3:15)
B. Receive the Gospel deeply so that it doesn’t wither under persecution.
C. Receive the Gospel exclusively so other concerns do not strangle it.
D. Then, and only then, will you bear spiritual fruit. (see Psalm 1:1-3a)
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