Stop Being Afraid – Revelation 1:9-20

Main Idea: In the midst of suffering and tribulation, the church of Christ can look to His plan, His presence, and His power to drive out fear.

I. The Plan of Christ Drives Out Fear (1:9-11).
A. His plan involves the patient endurance of tribulation (1:9).
1. We should expect tribulation. (see John 16:33; 2 Tim. 3:12) 
	2. We are awaiting the fullness of His kingdom.
3. We enter the kingdom through perseverance. (see James 1:4; Acts 14:19-22; 2 Cor. 4:17-18) 
B. His plan involves serving His church (1:10-11).
1. When we seek His presence and glory we are most likely to hear His voice. 
2. When He speaks His trumpet-like voice is clear.
		3. When He speaks His message is for His churches.
II. The Presence of Christ Drives Out Fear (1:12-16).
A. He delights to be present among His people (1:12-13a).
	1. His churches are His people. (see Rev. 1:20; 2:9)
	2. His presence is among His people.
B. In His presence we discover His character (1:13b-16). 
	1. His long robe and sash indicate his high rank.
2. His white head/hair show He has the wisdom of the Ancient of Days. (see Dan. 7:9)
3. His blazing eyes represent penetrating divine insight.
4. His burnished bronze feet indicates the strength and purity of His life.
5. His voice is powerful.
6. He holds the 7 stars of the churches in His right hand. (see Rev. 1:20) 
7. The two-edged sword represents His protection and judgement. 
8. His radiant face sums up all of the other pictures.
III. The Power of Christ Drives Out Fear (1:17-20).
A. His eternality removes fear (1:17-18).
B. His authority over death and hell removes fear (1:18).
C. His control of history removes fear (1:19).
D. His care in helping His people understand His Word removes fear (1:20).
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