Standing on the Promises of God – Rev. 2:8-11
Main Idea: Though followers of Jesus will face opposition and even martyrdom in this world for the sake of the gospel, they can stand on his promise of ultimate deliverance and eternal life.
I. Jesus has the power to fulfill his promises. (Rev. 2:8)
A. He is the Eternal One in control of history. 
B. He has power over death. 
II. Jesus has the knowledge to fulfill his promises. (Rev. 2:9-10a)
A. He knows what you are going through. (Rev. 2:9)
1.  He knows your tribulation. (see Phil. 3:10-11) 
2.  He knows your poverty. 
i. Their poverty was caused by persecution. 
ii. Their physical poverty had brought them spiritual and eternal riches. (See Mark 10:29-30)
3.  He knows about those who slander you.
i. Jesus considers slandering the church a form of blasphemy against God. 
ii. Jesus considers slandering the church to be the work of Satan. 
B. He knows what you are about to go through. (Rev. 2:10a)
1.  Don’t be afraid any tribulation.
2.  Satan’s purpose is to temp you.
3.  God’s purpose is to test you. (James 1:2-4) 
4.  The testing will be temporary. (see 1 Cor. 10:13; 2 Cor. 1:8-9)
III. Jesus promises the faithful to bring life out of death. (Rev. 2:10b-11)
A. The promise is for those who are faithful unto death. (see Mark 8:34)
B. The promise is a crown of life. 
C. The promise is to remain unhurt by the second death. (see Rev. 20:14-15; 21:8) 
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